Essay Topics for Frankenstein:

1. The Perils of “Scientific Prometheanism” – the social and cultural problems of scientific discoveries when Man sees himself as a god-like creator and is ultimately punished for overstepping his bounds.

2. The significance of the Setting in Frankenstein:

· a. the North Pole cold versus the Promethean heat

· b. the “secrets of the magnet” and the “spark of life” (Shelley 16)

· c. Nature and the concept of God in the wilderness (poetry & painting)

3. The “Frankenstein” name – with whom do we identify and pity, Victor or his “monster”?

4. The “monster” is actually the Evil inside of us all – the “Doppleganger Effect”

5. A comparison between Frankenstein and Macbeth.  Did both characters’ downfall result from an attempt to control “fate” (Shelley 42) or a god-like power” (Shelley 49)?  (Hint: Consider the symbolic significance of the inability to find innocent sleep.)

6. The scientific context of Mary Shelley’s story (see the Introduction to the text).  Was Shelley’s story already written for her?

7. Shelley’s Frankenstein incorporates and explores themes from other literary works.  Discuss.  Consider:

· John Milton’s Paradise Lost , first published in 1667, that deals with humans’ unlimited dreams but limited powers and the Fall of Adam and Eve.

· Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s Rime of the Ancient Mariner, written in 1818 and expanded in 1839, dealing with a perilous voyage of self-discovery.

8. A topic of your choice, approved by me.

